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Grade VI I I  -  English     

Lesson 8.   A Short  Monsoon Diary 

 

 

 

 

 June 24 

The wr it er  descr ibes t he beaut y of  nat ur e. At  t he same t ime, he also descr ibes how t he newly 

appear ed monsoon mist  makes a blanket  and conceals t he hills and af f ect s all t he element s of  

nat ur e. The bir ds f all silent , t her e song could no longer  be hear d. The mist  br ings wit h it  a 

deat h like silence. The wr it er  t hen hear s t he voice of  Bij j u, who is calling his sist er . The wr it er  

cannot , however , see him because of  t he mist . 

 

June 25 

To t he wr it er , t he place appear s like a par adise. He could f eel t he war m and humid ear ly 

monsoon r ain; see t he cobr a lily f lower s emer ging out  of  it s plant  leaf  and so on. I t  appear ed as 

if  all his senses wer e over power ed wit h t he beaut y of  t he hill st at ion. 

 

June 27 

The wr it er  descr ibes t he ent r y of  some seasonal visit or s wit h t he onset  of  t he r ainy season. 

These visit or s ar e leopar ds, scar let  minivet s and a t housand leeches. The leopar d dist r essed 

ever yone wit h it s  nat ur ally br ut al and violent  t endencies. I t  at t acked t he dog f r om t he 

ser vent ’s quar t er s and Bij j u’s cow, but  f led at  t he appr oach of  Bij j u’s mot her . The scar let  

minivet s, on t he ot her  hand, added t o t he beaut y of  nat ur e because of  t heir  br ight  colour s. 

However , t hese minivet s wer e chased away by some ot her  set  of  bir ds like t he dr ongos. The 

r ains also pr ovided f ood t o var ious ot her  bir ds, as t he insect s wer e t o be f ound in abundance. 

 

August  2 

The wr it er  descr ibes how t he r ains helped him t o be awake all night , f or  he liked t he sound of  

r ain f alling on t he t in r oof s. Also, t he leaking of  t in r oof s made t he wr it er  f eel in const ant  wit h 

t he r ain, despit e t he r ain not  t ouching him. 

 

Prose 

Soul of  the Chapt er 
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August  3 

The wr it er  descr ibes t he scene af t er  t he r ain st ops. The begins t o show up f r om behind t he 

clouds, t he cr ow shakes of f  r ain wat er  f r om it s f eat her s, t he women r esume wor k and so on. 

The song of  t he whist ling t hr ush ends t he silence and appear s like a “dar k sweet  secr et ”. 

 

August  12 

Endless r ain becomes t he t opic of  discussion of  t his par t icular  day. I t  had been eight  or  nine 

days of  cont inuous r ain and t he wr it er  hasn’t  seen t he sun f or  t hese many days. The cold is 

much less, but  t her e is mist  ever ywher e. The appear ance of  t he lat e monsoon f lower s cat ches 

t he at t ent ion of  t he wr it er . 

 

August  31 

Descr ibing t he last  day of  August , t he wr it er  not es t he lush monsoon gr owt h, t he blossoming of  

f lower s and or chids, beaut if ul but t er f lies and so on; as if  all of  t hese wer e doing a f ashion 

show. 

Snakes and r odent s, on t he ot her  hand, don’t  r emain f ar  behind t oo. ‘chuchundar s’, shout s t he 

gr andmot her  of  one of  t he childr en, br ing luck and money and t he wr it er  links it  up wit h his 

r eceiving of  a cheque. 

 

Oct ober 3 

The monsoon r ain get s r eplaced by wint er  r ain and snow at  high alt it udes. The evening get s 

mar ked by a hailst or m, but  lat er  t he hills suf f use wit h golden light . 

 

January 26 

The wr it er  almost  ends up wr it ing poet r y. He descr ibes t he silence and loneliness in t he absence 

of  his f r iend. The r ain cr eat es a cer t ain r hyt hm, but  it  st ops t oo of t en. He f eels t hat  j ust  like 

him t he t r ees t oo become gr ey because of  loneliness. 

 

March 23 

I t  is t he end of  wint er . The wr it er  could see t he r ainbow f or ming. 
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1.  Why is the aut hor not  able t o see Bij j u? 

  The aut hor  was unable t o see Bij j u because of  monsoon mist . 

2.  What  are t he t wo ways in which t he hills appear t o change when t he mist  comes up? 

  The mist  climbs up t he hill and conceals it . I t  also blanket s t he mist  in silence. 

 

 

 

1.  When does the monsoon season begin and when does it  end? How do you prepare t o  

   f ace the monsoon? 

  The monsoon season begins in t he mont h of  J une and ends by t he t ime August  comes t o 

an end. One pr epar es f or  t he season by ar r anging umbr elles and r aincoat s. 

2.  Which hill- stat ion does t he author describe in this diary ent ry? 

  The aut hor  was shar ing det ails about  Musoor ie. 

3.  For how many days does it  rain without  stopping? What  does the aut hor do on t hese  

   days? 

  I t  r ained f or  almost  eight  t o nine days cont inuously.  

  The aut hor  could not  do anyt hing much or  go anywher e because of  t he r ains. He would 

only pace up and down t he r oom and gaze out  of  t he windows. 

4.  Where do t he snakes and rodent s take shelter? Why? 

  The snakes and r odent s t hat  had f looded out  of  t heir  holes because of  r ain wat er  t ake 

shelt er  in t he r oof s, at t ics and godowns. 

5.  What  did the author receive in the mail? 

  The aut hor  r eceived a cheque of  small amount  in his mail. 

 

 

 

 

 

NCERT Folder  

Comprehension Check- 1 

Comprehension Check- 2 
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1.  Look caref ully at  t he diary ent ries f or 24- 25t h June,  2nd August  and 23rd March.   

   Now writ e down t he changes t hat  happen as t he rains progress f rom June t o March.  

  24t h J une was t he f ir st  day of  t he monsoon. Mor e t han t he monsoon, t her e ar e 

descr ipt ions of  t he mist . 25t h J une one wit nesses t he f ir st  r eal shower . All aspect s of  nat ur e 

welcome t he r ainy season. I t  is no less t han a ‘par adise’. 2nd August  indicat es t hat  t he r ains 

have been on f or  a consider able t ime. 

And t hough t he wr it er  admir es t he r ains, t her e is also cer t ain monot ony in t he pat t er n of  t he 

r ains t hat  makes t his per iod. 23r d Mar ch near ly mar ks t he end of  wint er . The r ains ar e 

r eplaced by r ainbows. 

2.  Why did t he grandmot her ask t he children not  t o kill t he chuchundar? 

  The gr andmot her  asks t he childr en not  t o kill t he childr en because she believed t hat  t he 

‘chuchundar s’ br ought  luck and money. 

3.  What  signs do we f ind in nat ure which show t hat  the monsoons are about  t o end? 

  The blackest  clouds t hat  wer e cast  over  t he sky hailed mar bles f or  half  an hour  t o clear  

t he sky. Soon af t er  t his, t he r ainbow appear ed in t he sky. These wer e clear  indicat ions t hat  

monsoons had come t o an end. 

4.  Complet e t he f ollowing sentences.  

(i) Bij j u is not  seen but  his voice is hear d because ..................... 

(ii) The wr it er  descr ibes t he hill st at ion and valley as .................. 

(iii) The leopar d was successf ul in ............. but  had t o f lee when ................. 

(iv) The minivet s ar e easily not iced because ................... 

(v) I t  looks like a f ashion display on t he slopes when ............... 

(vi) Dur ing t he monsoon season, snakes and r odent s ar e f ound in r oof s and at t icks because  

      .................. 

Ans.  

(i) Of  t he mist  t hat  concealed ever yt hing. 

(ii) A par adise. 

(iii) At t acking in Bij j u’s cow, t he gr andmot her  scr eamed at  it . 

(iv) Of  t heir  at t r act ive and br ight  colour s. 

(v) I t  f er ns st ar t  t ur ning yellow and colour f ul or chids and but t er f lies appear  on t he scene. 

Working wit h t he Text   
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(vi) The r ain wat er  f loods t heir  holes. 

5.  ‘Although t in roof s are given t o springing unaccountable leaks,  there is a f eeling of   

   being unt ouched by and yet  in t ouch wit h,  t he rain. ’ 

(i) Why has t he writ er used the word,  ‘springing’? 

  The aut hor  uses t he wor d ‘spr inging’ t o suggest  t hat  t he r oof  t ins begin t o leak wit hout  

giving any war ning. 

(ii) How is t he writ er unt ouched by t he rain? 

  The wr it er  is lit er ally unt ouched by t he r ain because he is inside t he r oom and t hat  

pr ot ect s him f r om t he same. 

(iii) How is t he writer in t ouch wit h t he rain at  the same t ime? 

  The wr it er  hear s t he loud sounds pr oduced by t he r ain f alling on t he t in r oof . Also, t he 

leaks in t he t in r oof  make t he r ain wat er  ent er  t he r oom like a dist ant  shower . 

6.  Ment ion a f ew t hings that  can happen when t here is endless rain f or days t ogether.  

  Endless r ains cr eat e a number  of  pr oblems. The wor k get s obst r uct ed as it  makes 

dif f icult  f or  people t o st ep out side t heir  homes.  

  I f  t her e is no pr oper  dr ainage syst em, it  leads t o pr oblems of  wat er  logging and t r af f ic 

j ams on r oads. 

  Dur ing r ains, t her e is an incr ease in t he insect  populat ion, which could also cause 

diseases. Somet imes, due t o excessive r ains, t he cr op get s dest r oyed. 

7.  What  is t he signif icance of  cobra lily in relat ion t o t he monsoon season,  it s baginning  

    and end? 

  The popping up of  cobr a lily is an indicat ion t hat  t he monsoons have ar r ived. As t he seeds 

of  cobr a lily t ur n r ed, it  signif ies t he end of  t he season. 

 

 

 

1.  Here are some words that  are associated wit h the monsoon.  Add as many words as you  

   can t o this list .  Can you f ind words f or t hese in your language? 

(downpour,   f loods,  mist ,  cloudy,  powercut s,  cold,  umbrella) 

          Rainwat er              - 

          Wat er  logging      - 

          Tr af f ic j am          -  

Working wit h Language  
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          Damp                    - 

          Soggy                   - 

          Leaks                   - 

          Thunder                 - 

          Floods                   - 

          Mist                       - 

          Cloudy                   - 

          Power cut s             - 

         Cold                      - 

          Umbr ella               - 

2.  Look at  t he sentences below.  

  (i) Bij j u wandered int o t he gar den in t he evening. 

 (ii) The t r ees wer e ringing wit h bir dsong. 

Not ice t he highlight ed verbs.  

  The ver b wandered t ells us what  Bij j u did t hat  evening. But  t he ver b was ringing t ells us 

what  was happening cont inually at  same t ime in t he past  (t he bir ds wer e chirping in t he t r ees). 

 

  Now look at  t he sent ences below. They t ell us about  somet hing t hat  happened in t he 

past . They also t ell us about  ot her  t hings t hat  happened cont inually, at  t he same t ime in t he 

past .  

  Put  t he ver bs in t he br acket s int o t heir  pr oper  f or ms. The f ir st  one is done f or  you. 

(i) We (get  out ) of  t he school bus. The bell (r ing) and ever yone (r ush) t o class. 

Ans.  

(i) We got  out  of  t he school bus. The bell was r inging and ever yone was r ushing t o class. 

(ii) The t r af f ic (st op). Some people (sit ) on t he r oad and t hey (shout ) slogans. 

(iii) I  (wear ) my r aincoat . I t  (r ain) and people (get ) wet .  

(iv) She (see) a f ilm. She (nar r at e) it  t o her  f r iends who (list en) car ef ully. 

(v) We (go) t o t he exhibit ion. Some people (buy) clot hes while ot her s (play) games.  

(vi) The class (is) quit e. Some childr en (r ead) books and t he r est  (dr aw). 

Ans.  

(ii) The t r af f ic st opped. Some people wer e sit t ing on t he r oad and t hey wer e shout ing slogans. 

(iii) I  was wear ing my r aincoat . I t  was r aining and people wer e get t ing wet . 
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(iv) She had seen a f ilm. She was nar r at ing it  t o her  f r iends who wer e list ening car ef ully.  

(v) We went  t o t he exhibit ion. Some people wer e buying clot hes while ot her s wer e playing  

     games. 

(vi) The class was quit e. Some childr en wer e r eading books and t he r est  wer e dr awing. 

3.  Here are some words f rom the lesson which describe dif f erent  kinds of  sounds.  

(Drum,  swish,  t inkle,  caw,  drip) 

(i) Match t hese words wit h t heir correct  meanings.  

     (a) t o f all in small dr ops 

      (b) To make a sound by hit t ing a sur f ace r epeat edly. 

    (c) t o move quickly t hr ough t he air , making a sof t  sound 

    (d) har sh sound made by bir ds 

    (e) r inging sound (of  a bell or  br eaking glass, et c.) 

(ii) Now f ill in t he blanks using the correct  f orm of  t he words given below.  

       (a) Ramesh............... on his desk in impat ience. 

       (b) Rain wat er ............. f r om t he umbr ella all over  t he car pet . 

       (c) The pony.................it s t ail. 

       (d) The................. of  br eaking glass woke me up. 

      (e) The................... of  t he r aven dist ur bed t he child’s sleep. 

Ans.   

(i)   (a) dr ip                      (b) dr um 

       (c) swish                  (d) caw 

       (e) t inkle 

(ii)   (a) dr ummed           (b) dr ipped  

       (c) swished            (d) t inkle  

       (e) caw 

4. And sure enough, I  r eceived a cheque in t he mail. 

  Complet e each sent ence below by using appr opr iat e f r om t he ones given below. 

  (Sure enough        colourf ul enough      serious enough       

   kind enough          big enough     Fair enough        

   brave enough            f oolish enough         anxious enough) 

(i) I  saw t hick black clouds in t he sky. And .................................... it  soon st ar t ed r aining. 

(ii) The blue umbr ella was................................... f or  t he br ot her  and sist er    
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(iii) The but t er f lies ar e............................ t o get  not iced. 

(iv) The lady was........................ t o chase t he leopar d. 

(v) The boy was........................ t o call out  t o his sist er . 

(vi) The man was............................... t o of f er  help. 

(vii) The vict im’s inj ur y was......................... f or  him t o get  admit t ed in hospit al. 

(viii) That  per son was............................. t o r epeat  t he same mist ake again. 

(ix) He t old me he was sor r y and he would compensat e f or  t he loss. I  said, ‘..........................’. 

Ans.   

     (i) Sur e enough                  (ii) big enough  

     (iii) colour f ul enough         (iv) br ave enough 

     (v) anxious enough             (vi) kind enough 

     (vii) ser ious enough           (viii) f oolish enough 

     (ix) f air  enough 

 

 

 

1.  Do you believe in superst it ions? Why or why not ? Working wit h your part ner,  write  

   down t hree superst it ious belief s t hat  you are f amiliar with.  

  No, I  don’t  believe in super st it ions. Super st it ions ar e not hing but  obsolet e t r ut hs of  a 

pr evious age. Wit h changes in lif est yle, cer t ain t r ut hs lose t heir  meaning. A blind and cont inued 

f ollowing of  such meaningless t r ut hs could be t er med as super st it ions. 

Three f amiliar superst it ions are  

     (i) not  t o br oom any sur f ace in evening.  

    (ii) not  t o cut  nails at  night . 

    (iii) not  t o sneeze while st epping out  of  t he house. 

2.  How many dif f erent  kinds of  birds do you come across in the lesson? How many  

   variet ies do you see in your neighbourhood? Are t here any birds t hat  you used t o see  

   earlier in your neighbourhood but  not  now? 

 I n groups discuss why you t hink t his is happening.   

  Ther e ar e a number  of  bir ds t hat  we come acr oss in t he lessons, like minivet s, dr ongos, 

t hr ush, cr ow and so on.  

Speaking 
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  Bir ds t hat  could be seen ver y of t en in t he neighbour hood, but  have now disappear ed ar e 

eagles, peacocks and whit e par r ot s.  

  These bir ds can no longer  be seen because of  high-r ise buildings and incr ease in t he 

levels of  pollut ion. 

 

 

 

1.  The monsoons are a t ime of  great  f un and even a f ew adventures: playing in t he rain  

    and get t ing wet ,  wading through knee- deep wat er on your way t o school,  water f looding  

    t he house or the classrooms,  powercut s and so on.  Writ e a paragraph describing an  

    incident  t hat  occurred during the rains which you can never f orget .  

  

  The monsoons indeed ar e a t ime of  gr eat  f un. I t  is easy t o use r ains as an excuse f or  not  

at t ending school. One day, I  did not  go t o school on account s of  r ains. My mot her  agr eed t o t his 

only on t he condit ion t hat  I  would not  dr ench myself  in t he r ains. However , my f at her  made 

paper  boat s f or  me and encour aged me t o make t hem swim in t he r ainwat er  t hat  got  collect ed in 

t he r oads out side our  house. I t  was such a f un f illed moment  seeing my f at her  enj oying t he boat  

game like a young child. 

(Or) 

Writ e a poem of  your own about  the season of  spring when t rees are in f ull bloom.  

  When t he spr ing comes t he f lower s begin t o bloom. I t  put s an end t o t he last  aut umn’s 

gloom. Anywher e we see, t her e is a lot  of  colour .  

The bir ds, t he f lower s, t he Ear t h; not hing is duller . I t  is t he season of  j oy. Ever yone seems t o 

sing. Be it  a gir l or  a boy. Spr ing is such a season of  j oy. 

Writ ing 
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1.  I n what  f orm has the chapt er been writ ten?  

     The chapt er  has been wr it t en in t he f or m of  a diar y ent r y. 

2.  Write t wo adj ect ives used t o describe t he early monsoon rain.  

     War m and humid ar e t he t wo adj ect ives used t o descr ibe t he ear ly monsoon r ain. 

3.  What  is t he colour of  t he minivet s that  arrive wit h t he rains? How does the writ er  

   describe t hem? 

      The male minivet s ar e scar let  in colour , while t he f emale ones ar e yellow. The wr it er  

descr ibes t hen as ‘br illiant  j ewels’. 

4.  “There is no dearth of  f ood f or t he insect ivorous birds. ” Explain,  why? 

       Wit h monsoon come a lot  of  insect s. The bir ds t hat  sur vive on insect s, t her ef or e, have 

f ood in abundance dur ing t his season. 

5.  What  happens when t he rain st ops on 3rd August ? 

  As t he r ains st op, people r esume wit h t heir  day t o day act ivit ies. The woman begins 

chopping t he wood; t he sound of  cowbells could now be hear d. 

  The bir ds shake of f  r ainwat er  f r om t heir  f eat her s and so on. 

6.  Why does t he grandmot her shout  imprecat ions at  t he leopard? 

     The gr andmot her  shout s a ser ies of  cur ses at  t he leopar d as it  at t acked t he dogs and 

cows. 

7.  Why does t he writ er call t he mist  melancholy? 

     The wr it er  calls t he mist  melancholy because it  cover s ever yt hing in silence. I t  cast s a 

blanket  over  t he hills and t he ot her  element s of  nat ur e, concealing ever yt hing in silence.   

8.  Why does t he writ er f eel lonely? 

  The wr it er  f eels lonely as his f r iend had gone and ever yt hing was quit e except  f or  t he 

r hyt hm of  t he r ain.  

 

 

 

Chapt er Pract ice 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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9.  What  changes in the t rees does the writer describe in his diary ent ry on 26t h August? 

  The wr it er  not es t hat  t he r ain had put  a dar k blanket  on ever yt hing ar ound t he house. 

The t r ees didn’t  appear  gr een anymor e. They had gone gr ey; t hr eat ening t he wr it er  wit h t heir  

dar ker  shades.  

10.  List  down t he words t hat  indicat e sound.  

     Ans. Tinkle, caw, dr um, swish and dr ip. 

 

 

 

1.  Why was the writ er unable t o sleep on the night  of  2nd August ? 

  The wr it er  was kept  awake by t he sound of  t he r ain wat er  f alling on t he t in r oof s. 

The wr it er  was able t o r ead t he sounds; t he sound of  t he r ains out side and t he silence wit hin 

him. I t  pr ovided him some kind of  peace and he spend t he night  obser ving t he pat t er n of  t he 

r ain. 

2.  How does t he writ er get  t o know that  the monsoon was coming t o an end? 

  The wr it er  not ices t he leaves of  t he cobr a lily t ur ning r ed and r ealises t hat  soon t he 

f er ns would t ur n yellow t oo, t hough as of  now t hey wer e f ir m and gr een. The wr it er  knows t hat  

t hese’ changes signif y t he end of  t he monsoon season. 

3.  Give descript ion of  t he at mosphere when the winter came t o an end.  

    As t he wint er  was coming t o an end, t he wr it er  saw t he blackest  cloud cast  in t he sky 

hailing mar bles. 

The hailst or m clear ed t he sky. No sooner  had t his happened t hat  t he wr it er  saw t he appear ance 

of  r ainbow in t he sky. 

4.  Describe t he general atmosphere of  the hill- stat ion.  How does it  get  changed with the  

   coming of  the monsoons? 

     The gener al at mospher e of  t he hill st at ion, Musoor ie, is high alt it ude cold. Wit h t he 

coming of  t he monsoons, it  t ur ns war m and humid. The wr it er  celebr at es t his change, as t he 

mist  of f er s some war mt h and pr ivacy and t ur ns t he ent ir e place int o a par adise. 

 

 

 

 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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1.  Assume yourself  t o be a t ourist  who has gone t o Musoorie during the monsoon.  Write a  

   not e describing your experiences.  

  As I  r eached Musoor ie, t he weat her  was ext r emely cold and unbear able. Wit hin t wo 

days, however , wit h t he onset  of  t he monsoons it  changed t o become war m and pleasant . Not  

j ust  did t he weat her  change, but  t he ent ir e place got  t r ansf or med. A var iet y of  bir ds and 

f lower s t hat  wer e not  t o be seen in t he f ir st  t wo days of  my st ay came f r om somewher e and 

added a lot  of  colour  t o t he sur r oundings. 

  Along wit h t he sound of  t he r ain, t he songs of  t he bir ds r ever ber at ed in t he air  t ur ning 

t he hill-st at ion int o a par adise. 

2.  Describe t he writ ers day on 31st  August .  

  The last  day of  August  mar ks t he last  f ew days of  t he monsoon. The wr it er  not ices t hat  

t he monsoons have alr eady r eached t he peak and now t he r ains would come t o an end as 

indicat ed by dif f er ent  element s of  nat ur e. He see t he seeds of  cobr a lily t ur ning r ed and t he 

f er ns beginning t o get  yellowish in colour . At  t he same t ime, he also sees a var iet y of  colour f ul 

f lower s and but t er f lies. I t  gives delight  t o t he wr it er . The wr it er  also get s a pay cheque on t his 

day. 

 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

   “The r ains have her alded t he ar r ival of  some seasonal visit or s- a leopar d and sever al t housand 

leeches. Yest er day af t er noon t he leopar d lif t ed a dog f r om near  t he ser vant ’s quar t er  below 

t he school. I n t he evening it  at t acked one of  Bij j u’s cows but  f led at  t he appr oach of  Bij j u’s 

mot her , who came scr eaming impr ecat ions. As f or  t he leeches, I  shall soon get  used t o a lit t le 

bloodlet t ing ever yday”. 

1.  Who are t he obnoxious visit ors t hat  arrive at  the hill st at ion? 

      (a) Leopar ds and leeches          (b) Dr ongos and minivet s 

      (c) Dr ongos and leopar ds        (d) Leopar ds and minivet s  

Ans.    (a) Leopar ds and leeches  

Long Answer Type Quest ions 

Ext ract  Based Quest ions 

Ext ract  1 
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2.  Whom does the leopard at t ack? 

      (a) Dog                              (b) Minivet  

      (c) Leeches                       (d) Cr ows 

    Ans. (a) Dog 

3.  Fearing whom does t he leopard run away? 

      (a) Bij j u                              (b) Bij j u’s sist er  

      (c) Bij j u’s gr andmot her       (d) Bij j u’s mot her    

Ans.    (c) Bij j u’s gr andmot her    

4.  What  does t he writ er mean by ‘bloodlet t ing’? 

  The leeches ar e known f or  sucking blood. They ar e also most  commonly f ound in hilly 

ar eas.  

     Since t he wr it er  is spending t ime t her e, he would have t o get  used t o t he leeches sucking 

blood f r om his body. 

5.  Why do t he leopards and leeches come t o t he hills during t he monsoon? 

  The weat her  at  t he hills dur ing t he monsoon was conducive f or  leopar ds and leeches. 

6.  How does Bij j u’s cow get  saved? 

  The leopar d at t acks Bij j u’s cow, but  r an away at  t he appr oach of  Bij j u’s gr andmot her . 

           

 

Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

     “Endless r ain and a per manent  mist . We haven’t  seen t he sun f or  eight  or  nine days. 

Ever yt hing damp and soggy. Nowher e t o go. Pace t he r oom, look out  of  t he window at  a f ew 

bobbing umbr ellas. At  least  it  isn’t  cold r ain.  

  The hillsides ar e lush as lat e-monsoon f lower s begin t o appear  – wild balsam, dashlias, 

begonias and gr ound or chids.” 

1.  For how long did t he writ er not  see t he sun? 

           (a) Two                      (b) Thr ee 

           (c) Seven                    (d) Eight  

Ans: (d) Eight   

2.  Choose t wo adj ect ives that  describe t he at mosphere during t his period.  

         (a) Damp and soggy            (b) Hot  and humid           

  (c) War m and f r igid             (d) Cool and f r ost y  

Ext ract  2 
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Ans.    (a) Damp and soggy 

3.  The hillsides are lush because of  t he appearance of  f lowers during. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  

       (a) ear ly monsoon         (b) mid monsoon 

       (c) lat e monsoon          (d) end of  monsoon 

Ans.   (c) lat e monsoon  

4.  What  kind of  act ivit ies does the writ er indulge in during t his period? 

  The wr it er  has no opt ion but  t o pace up and down in t he r oom and st ar e out  of  t he 

window because of  cont inuous r ains. 

5.  What  could be term used t o describe such act ivit ies? 

  Such act ivit ies t hat  ar e done mer ely t o pass t ime ar e called inconsequent ial act ions. 

6.  What  does t he writ er f ind relief  in? 

       The wr it er  is r elieved t hat  t he r ain wasn’t  cold. Also, t he lush hillside was a sight  of  

beaut y. 

 

 

 

 


